








FLOWER POWER 2013  
Our Garden Gang has really outdone itself this past year. Since May 5, 2012 the first 

I Love My Park Day, the Gang has given new life to the many planters in Thacher Park,  lovingly 
redone the two  Park Entrance Murals and created our distinctive Yellow T-Shirts. In our own words, 

here are our thoughts from  this 
 “I Love My Park Day”  May 4,2013. 

 

              
 
The Garden Gang Left to Right back :  Leslie Hartnett, Jelane Kennedy, Linda Hodges  

Bonnie Schaller, Jayne Maloney 
                          Left to right front: Sue Fero, Anita Wahlen, Eileen McFerran  

 

                         
Mural BEFORE:   Eileen, Jelane and Jayne Mural  AFTER:   Chris Fallon Park Mgr. ,Eileen & Jelane 
 
For me giving back to Nature is what I Love My Park Day is all about. Through Thacher and the 

Nature Center  we have a chance to do what we enjoy, helping  others appreciate the Parks by our 
example. Whether it is weeding a garden or shoveling shale for a trail, we improve the  appearance of 
Parks and maybe touch one or more individuals to help out in their neighborhood or here in Thacher.  
Bonnie Schaller 

 
As a visitor to Thacher Park in my grade school and high school years I enjoyed the Park's picnic 

areas and pool. Now after an absence of many years from the NY area I am a proud member of the 
Thacher Garden Gang. It is so nice to work in the flower boxes with the beauty of nature surrounding us. 
It is a great opportunity to contribute to this great park. 
Leslie Hartnett 

 
When Bonnie and I started this project, there were only the two of us and now we have grown into 

a gang of eight! There is so much joy in being on our knees and getting our hands dirty in the flower 
beds. We have transformed areas of dirt and rocks into beautiful flower beds for the community to 
enjoy. Not only do we plant flowers but we grow friendships! 
Anita Wahlen 



 
"Any day that I am out of the city in the woods is a good day. What makes "I love my Park day" special is 
the chance to be with like minded people who value our State Parks and see the Park as a wonderful 
natural resource that needs our care. I feel blessed to live so close to a State Park and that I have this 
refuge nearby. Being part of the Garden Gang has been a great way to play a role in the stewardship of 
Thacher Park and contributing our artistic talents to the new paintings on the entrance signs was part of 
this for me".  
Jelane A. Kennedy 
 
All too often my" view" of the Park happens from inside my car...as I drive through on my way home . So 
gardening in the Park provides an "up close and personal" experience I might not normally take the time 
for! On ' I LOVE MY PARK DAY " I worked with two volunteers who had never been to Thacher Park 
before( they are new to the area). As I told them what I knew about it's history, geology, trails, and sent 
them to the Visitors Center for better information, I was reminded of how lucky we are to have this 
spectacular place and what an honor it is to help to care for it.  
Sue Fero 
 
It's fun to play in the dirt and the planters look so nice afterwards.  
Linda Hodges 

 
I have made many wonderful memories at Thacher Park through the years and all four seasons with 

my family; snowshoeing, hiking, star gazing, falcon watching,  Fourth of July fireworks, picnicking...I am a 
proud member of the Thacher Garden Gang and am happy to give back to a place that has enriched my 
life. 
Jayne Maloney 
 

My ears stung from the cold at our 7:30 a.m. meeting outside. Eight women huddled in a circle and 
received instructions from our leader, Bonnie Schaller. The twenty one flats of pansies, alyssums, and 
jumping jacks looked pretty packed tightly in their trays before transport to their nineteen sites. Would 
we really plant over a thousand flowers in less than three hours?  

     “We’re expecting volunteers,” Bonnie said. “Besides, we’ll help each other.”  
     The knot in my stomach grew. I knew the photo shoot for the mural Jelane and I had painted 

would impact our gardening time and might take longer than planned. How would we get it all done? 
     When the Garden Gang gathered for lunch, my back ached and I could barely swing my leg over 

the bench. I told the group that Jelane and I had two more beds to plant. That’s when my favorite 
moment of the day came. 

     “Many hands make light work,” Anita, my sister gardener, said. The others agreed even though 
their faces told me that they were as tired as I. We finished the job in ten minutes. 

     I learned that my goal of completing the job was not as important as working together. 
Cooperation provides the link to connection and community. With a community of support, is there 
anything we can't do?  

 Eileen McFerran 
 

Park Office Front Door by Sue 
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